
Joint Statement on World Refugee Day 2021

On this World Refugee Day celebrated annually on June 20, the Ministry of Human Rights, the
Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster Management and the Ministry of Women, Youths
and Children Affairs of the National Unity Government have issued a joint statement to honor
the resilience of refugees from around the world including from Myanmar.

This year marks the 20th year since World Refugee Day was first established in 2001 to celebrate
and honor refugees from around the world. The theme of World Refugee Day 2021 is “Together
we heal, learn and shine.”

According to United Nations statistics, some 79.5 million people around the world have been
forced to flee their homes. Among them are nearly 26 million refugees who have crossed
international borders and are taking refuge in foreign countries. Myanmar has the highest refugee
population among the world’s countries.

Decades of armed conflicts, violence, and human rights violations have forced many Myanmar
people including Rohingyas to flee to other countries including neighbors like Thailand,
Bangladesh and India.

And there have been many more new IDPs in Chin, Karenni, Karen, Kachin, Shan, Magwe,
Sagaing, Ayeyarwady and Taninthayi as a result of the junta’s attacks on innocent civilians.
According to UNHCR, there are about one million IDPs in Myanmar before the military coup
and the junta’s attacks after the coup forced around 200,000 people flee their homes.

On this World Refugee Day, our ministries make the following demands:-

(1) The military regime must immediately end armed conflicts, human rights violations, and
violence;

(2) The military regime must immediately end disrupting humanitarian aids and arresting
humanitarian aids providers;
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(3) We urge the neighboring countries to help temporarily shelter Myanmar refugees who
have fled from junta’s violence on humanitarian grounds and do not force them back
while dangers remain in Myanmar;

(4) The cross-border humanitarian aid shall be allowed to provide to IDPs in cooperation
with experienced humanitarian agencies and local organizations:

(5) We urge the international governments to coordinate with local CBOs and CSOs to
provide aids to IDPs who are in urgent need of food, shelter, and medicines. need which
are the causes of displacement.

(6) We urge the international community to take action together against the military regime
which is committing international crimes and worsening the refugee crisis.

On this World Refugee Day, we call for a collaborative effort to help refugees from around the
world including from Myanmar “heal, learn and shine together.”

Ministry of Human Rights, Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster Management and
Ministry of Women, Youths and Children Affairs

National Unity Government

Dated 20 June 2021
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